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About the Equity Research Action Coalition
• University collaborative at the Frank 

Porter Graham Child Development 
Institute at UNC-Chapel Hill

• focuses on co-constructing
actionable research and evaluation 
with practitioners and policymakers 
to support the optimal development 
of Black children prenatally through 
childhood. 

• works at the intersection of 
research, program, and policy 
through anti-racist and cultural 
wealth frameworks
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What We Do: Research-Policy-Practice-Translation

BUILDING A NEW EQUITY RESEARCH ACTION COALITION

Early Years Research and 
Evaluation 

Critically synthesize the 
wholistic experiences of 
children and their 
families from the African 
diaspora beginning 
prenatally

Equitable Early 
Childhood Policies

Develop actionable 
policies and 
practices to 
eradicate the impact 
of racism and poverty 
and all its 
consequences on the 
lives of Black children 
and their families and 
communities 

Mentoring and 
Training

Support the 
development of 
diverse emerging 
scholars, 
practitioners, 
policymakers, and 
leaders interested in 
strengthening Black 
children's early years 

Counternarrative 
Translation

multipronged 
communication driver 
to disseminate 
information to support 
anti-bias, culturally-
sustaining, and asset-
based policies and 
practices 
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Advancing child health and development starts before 
birth and matters throughout the life course.



Racism + Resilience + Resistance Integrative Study 
of Childhood Ecosystem (R3ISE)
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integration	of	multiple	
frameworks

multi-dimensionality	of	racism	
(pictured	and	not-pictured)

racism	has	intergenerational	
effects

attending	to	intersectionality

interplay	between	racism	and	
cultural	assets

Source. Iruka,	I.	U.,	Gardner-Neblett,	N.,	Telfer,	N.	A.,	Ibekwe-Okafor,	N.,	Curenton,	S.	M.,	Sims,	J.,	Sansbury,	A.	B.,	&	Neblett,	E.	W.	(2022).	Effects	of	Racism	on	Child	Development:	
Advancing	Antiracist	Developmental	Science.	Annual	Review	of	Developmental	Psychology,	4(1),	109-132.	https://doi.org/10.1146/annurev-devpsych-121020-031339
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One out of three Black parents reported the use of a slur directed at them during the 
pandemic; this rate decreased slightly between 2021 and 2022. 

Black parents also reported concerns about unfair treatment of their children, 
particularly before the pandemic.
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Over a quarter of Black families in poverty in 2022 experience 3+ material hardships 
and over 10% of Black middle-income families also experience these hardships.
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3Ps of Justice: Transformative Agenda

PROTECTION – How are 
we ensuring children and 

families are free from 
harm, trauma, and 

adversity?

PROMOTION – How are 
we fostering the health, 
wealth, and educational 

excellence of children and 
families?

PRESERVATION – How 
are we preserving the 

family, culture, language, 
community, and identity 
of children and families?



10 Policies
1. Maintain Child Tax Credits and Income 

Supports
2. Address Racial Disparities in Wages and 

Career Advancement Opportunities
3. Invest in Black-Owned and Black-Led 

Businesses, Organizations, and Institutions
4. Expand the Family and Medical Leave Act
5. Expand Health Insurance
6. Expand Universal Access to Early Care and 

Education
7. Address Harsh and Unfair Discipline 

Practices
8. Ensure Equity in Early Intervention and 

Special Education
9. Ensure Culturally Responsive Curricula and 

Practices through Workforce 
Development and Training

10.Pass Reparations



3Ps + Black Child National Agenda: Many of these 
policies activated in several states

PROTECTION POLICIES

1. Maintain Child Tax Credits 
and Income Supports

7. Address Harsh and Unfair 
Discipline

8. Ensure Equity in Early 
Intervention and Special 
Education

PROMOTION POLICIES

2. Address Racial Disparities 
in Wages & Career 
Advancements

4. Expand Family and Medical 
Leave Act

5. Expand Health Insurance

6. Expand Universal Access to 
Early Care and Education

PRESERVATION POLICIES

3. Invest in Black-Owned 
and Black-Led Business, 
Organizations, and 
Institutions

9. Ensure Culturally 
Responsive Curricula and 
Practices Through 
Workforce Development 
and Training

10. Pass Reparations
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Equity Research Action Coalition –
Counternarrative Translation Approaches

Community 
partner learning 

meetings

Black Babies 
Awareness Month 

& Black Media

Black Child 
National Agenda

RISER Network & 
Mentoring

Peer review 
articles, 

reports/briefs, & 
op-eds

Revising national 
studies to 

explicitly focus on 
(rac)ism
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Changing the Water and Activating Change



14

Resources



New Book 
Coming 

June 2023!!
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Iheoma U. Iruka, Ph.D.
LinkedIn/Twitter: @IheomaIruka

Thank you!!

Comments?? & 
Questions??

https://equity-coalition.fpg.unc.edu

fpgequitycoalition@unc.edu

https://equity-coalition.fpg.unc.edu/

