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State Context for Oral Health
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“The teeth are made from stern stuff. They can 
withstand floods, fires, even centuries in the grave. 
But the teeth are no match for the slow-motion 
catastrophe that is a life of poverty.”

- Mary Otto



• Significant inequities by race, ethnicity, age, income,  and geography

• Access is a major issue all over the state 

• Among the most restrictive practice acts in the nation

• Focused on workforce policy and financing
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Context for Our Work: Access & Affordability 



• COVID fast-tracked innovation 

• Teledentistry, minimally invasive care

• Staffing shortages persist 
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Emerging Context: COVID and Beyond
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Program Goals
• Improve access to dental care for school-

aged children

• Improve meaningful care outcomes for 
school-aged children

• Increase number of children served, 
particularly those who will not or do not 
have sources of routine dental care

• Proliferate programs that have viable, 
sustainable business plans 
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School-Based Oral Health Initiative
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Cohort 1 Schools
Cohort 2 Schools

Cohort 3 Schools



Technical Assistance
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• Operations 
• Financial 
• Enabling Services 
• Impact
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Source: A Technical Assistance Curriculum for Expanding Sustainable School-Based Oral Health Programs 
in the Carolinas’ Dental Safety Net By: Amy B. Martin, Mark E. Moss, Abby Kelly, Amah
Riley, Vanessa Pardi, Anna Chandler Pollard (Maternal and Child Health Journal May 2021)

Technical Assistance
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Dr. Francisco Rios
Kinston Community Health Center

We are here to serve, to help these kids
create good oral hygiene habits, and take care
of them….I am passionate about the school-
based program because we want all kids
to have a beautiful smile. 
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