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Perspective	  on	  ACA	  Premiums	  
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How	  the	  ACA	  Impacts	  Premiums	  
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•  Upward	  pressure	  
•  Guaranteed	  issue	  
•  Minimum	  bene?its	  
•  Out-‐of-‐pocket	  limits	  

•  Downward	  Pressure	  
•  Narrow	  networks	  
•  Lower	  provider	  reimbursement	  
•  Transparent	  marketplace	  and	  potentially	  more	  
price-‐sensitive	  consumers	  



Caveats	  
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•  Older	  CBO	  data	  

•  Mean	  ≠	  Median	  	  

•  Reinsurance	  

•  Premiums	  differ	  signi?icantly	  across	  the	  country	  

•  2017	  correction	  
	  



ACA	  Premiums	  10%	  Below	  Employer	  Premiums	  
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US	  Average:	  -‐10%	  
Source:	  Blumberg	  et	  al	  Are	  Nongroup	  
Marketplace	  Premiums	  Really	  High?	  Not	  
in	  Comparison	  with	  Employer	  Insurance,	  
Urban	  Ins:tute,	  Sept	  2016	  


